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CHAPTER X.
COLLEGES FOR WOMEN.

A

NASHVILLE FEMALE ACADEMY.

Fisk's Female Academy was chartered at Hilham, Overton county, September 11,
1806. A female academy was chartered at Knoxville in 1811, and the female
academy at Maysville, Blount county, was chartered in 1813. These were all the
female academies that were chartered in Tennessee before the establishment of the
Nashville Female Academy.

Early in 1816, Robert White, Thomas Claiborne, and a number of
others resolved upon the establishment of a female academy in Nash-
ville. July 4, 1816, they bought 3 acres of land from David MeGavack
for the use of the academy, paying for it $1,500. August 4, 1817, the
Nashville Female Academy was opened, with Dr. Daniel Berry and wife,
of Massachusetts, as principals. A charter was granted by the legisla-
ture on the 3d of the following October. The charter appointed a
board of seven trustees—Robert White, Robert Searcy, Felix Grundy,
John P. Erwin, John Baird, Joseph T. Elliston, and James Trimble—
who were to act until the first Monday in January, when they were to
give way to a new board of seven trustees chosen by the stockholders of
the academy. Thereafter once a year a new board appointed in the same
way was to supplant the old one. Dr. Berry and his wife severed their
connection with the academy in July, 1819, and were succeeded by Rev.
William Hume. The beautiful life and character of Mr. Hume have
already been spoken of in relating the history of Cumberland College
and the University of Nashville. His relations with the Nashville Fe-
male Academy were not broken except by death. He died in 1833.
His successor was Dr. R. A. Lapsley, who remained until 1837. Dr.
Lapsley was followed by Dr. W. A. Scott. After a year incumbency
Dr. Scott made way for Dr. Lapsley and Dr. C. D. Elliott as joint prin-
cipals. In 1844 Dr. Elliott became sole principal and held the place
as long as the life of the academy lasted. The patronage of Nashville
Female Academy was large. After 1850 the attendance never fell
below 300 except once, and that was the academy's last year, just at the
close of the war. In 1860 the number of students in attendance was
513. The school had a widespread reputation. At the same time it
was thoroughly identified with Nashville, and the "Old Academy," as
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it was called, grew to be very dear to the hearts of her people. When
Lafayette came to Nashville in 1825, it had a share in his reception.
In 1846 it presented a flag to the First Regiment Mexican Volunteers,
and in 1861 another to the First Regiment Confederate Volunteers.

The academy grounds and buildings occupied 5 acres, a whole square,
on Church street, just east of the depot of the Nashville, Chattanooga
and St. Louis Railway. The buildings fronted 180 feet on Church
street and ran back 280 feet. Federal soldiers took possession of the
academy property in 1862. With the year 1861 the life of the institu-
tion had virtually come to an end. The resumption of 1866 was only
a temporary resuscitation, and that not in the academy buildings,
which were still occupied by the troops, but in the buildings of the
Shelby Medical College, on Broad street. The academy might have
obtained a new and lasting lease upon life had it not become the sub-
ject of protracted litigation, which put an end to its existence.

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Crew's History of Nashville; Clayton's History of Davidson County.

COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE.

The Columbia Female Institute is situated in the suburbs of Colum-
bia. It occupies an old-style castellated structure located on a hill
and surrounded by forest trees. The institute was founded as long ago
as 1836 by Bishops Leonidas Polk and James Hervey Otey, of the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church, The man who founded the Columbia Athe-
naeum, Rev. Franklin G. Smith, was for the fourteen years preceding
its founding the principal of the institute. Bishop Otey labored much
and sacrificed much in setting the institute going and in keeping it
going after it was started. He wrote in 1852:

I have spent the best energies of my soul and passed the most vigorous years of
my life in its [the institutes] cause, or it would have been hopelessly reined by its
load of debt. For Ave or six years I have labored incessantly, being sometimes
absent for six months from my house and family in my efforts to raise funds for its
relief. I havo worked hard and worked long without hope of fee or reward other
than the humble expectation of being serviceable to the people among whom Provi-
dence has cast my lot.

In 1852 Rev. W. H. Hardin succeeded Rev. Franklin G. Smith as
principal of the institute. With the advent of the war came Federal
troops, who occupied the college building and injured it so that it had
to be repaired before it could be used again for school purposes. The
expense of restoration was borne by Rev. George T. Beckett, 8. T. D.,
who in 1866 became the principal of the institute and who has occupied
the position ever since.

It has been seen how much the institute owes to the unrewarded
labors of Bishop Otey; it was now to contract another debt of grati-
tude. In 1878 Miss Margaretta Bowles, traveling through the South
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